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The Brethren, or 'Christian Brethren', take this name because they prefer to be
known by a designation comprehensive enough to embrace all their
fellow—Christians. There are two main groupings among them, commonly described
as 'Open Brethren' and 'Exclusive Brethren'. The terms 'Open' and 'Exclusive' are
intended to denote their respective principles of communion. These pages are
concerned only with the people called 'Open Brethren'; the writer has no authority to
write about his 'Exclusive' friends.
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It may be useful to make one point in this connection, however. During the last year

or two considerable publicity has been given in British newspapers to the withdrawal
of a number of people called Brethren from various business and professional
associations, and from Universities. These people belong to one party only of
Exclusive Brethren, and their policy in such matters is not shared by other Exclusive
Brethren, and still less by Open Brethren. This distinction has not always been clearly
observed, and the result has been considerable confusion in the public mind.
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The Open Brethren have no central organization. They belong to a large number of
local churches or assemblies, spread throughout the British Commonwealth, the
United States, the European continent and many other regions. Each of their local
churches is independent so far as administration goes; there is no federation or
union linking them together. Yet there is a recognizable family likeness between
them, and their sense of a spiritual bond is strong.
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The Brethren movement originated around the year 1825, although the Brethren
commonly insist that their roots are really in the apostolic age, for they aim as far
as possible at maintaining the simple and flexible church order of New Testament
times. In the earlier part of the nineteenth century the barriers separating the various
Christian denominations were less easily surmounted or penetrated than they are
today. The founders of the Brethren movement were a group of young men, mostly
associated with Trinity College, Dublin, who tried to find a way in which they could
come together for worship and communion simply as fellow—Christians, disregarding
denominational barriers. They had no idea that they were starting a movement; still
less had they any thought of founding a new denomination, for that would have
defeated the very purpose for which they came together. For a time some of them
continued to be members of their original churches, in which indeed a few of them
were ordained ministers; but in general this situation did not remain practicable for
long.
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One of their early leaders was a Church of Ireland clergyman named John Nelson
Darby (1800-1882), a man of unusual strength of intellect and personality, who
envisaged the establishment of a corporate worldwide witness to the unity of the
Church of Christ in an age of ecclesiastical fragmentation. His views were
perpetuated by the Exclusive Brethren rather than by the Open group; when the
cleavage between the two took place in 1848 it was to those who sided with Darby
that the name Exclusive Brethren was given.
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From Dublin the movement spread to England. In England the first Brethren
assembly was established at Plymouth in 1831; hence arose the popular term
'Plymouth Brethren'. Two leaders of the Brethren's meeting at Plymouth, Samuel
Prideaux Tregelles (1813-1875) and, in a lesser degree, his relative, Benjamin Wills
Newton (1807-1899), were responsible for one of the best critical editions of the
Greek New Testament to appear in England in the nineteenth century.
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Another important meeting of Brethren was Bethesda Chapel, Bristol, which had as
its Joint—-pastors the Scottish Hebraist Henry Craik (1805-1866) and the
German—born George Muller (1805-1898), best known for the great orphanage which
he established in that city in 1836 and which survives to the present day. Dr T.J.
Barnado was also a member of the Brethren when he founded his equally famous
orphanage in London in 1870.
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George Muller's brother—in—law, Anthony Norris Groves (1795-1853), has claims to
be regarded as the first of the Brethren. He gave up a dental practice in Exeter to
become a pioneer missionary, first in Baghdad and then in India. He was a man of
large—hearted sympathies, who never forgot that the things which unite Christians
are immeasurably more important than the things. which divide them. 'l would
infinitely rather bear with all their evil', he said of some people with whom he
seriously disagreed, 'than separate from their good.' Whether those features which
he thought to be evil were so in fact or not, his words express the attitude which
Open Brethren acknowledge as their ideal.
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The Brethren missionary movement launched by Groves continues to the present
time in every continent, and over a thousand missionaries are engaged in it. Some
Brethren missionaries have been pioneers in more senses than one Among these
were two Scots, Frederick Stanley Arnot (1858-1914) and Dan Crawford (I1870-1926),
who explored uncharted areas of Central Africa, it was Arnot who first opened up
Katanga to the knowledge of the outside world in the 1880s. Brethren missionaries
are located principally in Central Africa, India and Latin America; they co-—operate
with other missionary bodies in the practice of mission comity. Their work is
registered under the designation 'Christian Missions in Many Lands'.
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So far as their doctrines are concerned, Open Brethren have no peculiarities. They
hold the historic Christian faith, because they find it plainly taught in the Bible,
which is to them, as to children.. of the Reformation, 'the only infallible rule of faith
and practice'. They are wholeheartedly evangelical in their understanding and
presentation of Christianity, proclaiming Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as the
all-sufficient Saviour of those who put their trust in Him and as the only hope for
mankind. For this reason many of them find it specially easy to co—operate in
Christian witness with others who share this evangelical emphasis, and in many
inter—denominational evangelical causes their influence is greater than their numbers
might lead one to expect. For example, they have played a full and active part in all
the crusades which Dr. Billy Graham has conducted in the British Isles.
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The beginnings of the Brethren movement were attended by a keen interest in the
fulfilment of Biblical prophecy, and many of them are still characterized by this
eschatological awareness. Their hymnody gives quite a prominent place to the
Second Advent of Christ. But no single line of prophetic interpretation is held or
imposed by them. Indeed, one of the features which many people find attractive
about their fellowship is the spiritual and intellectual liberty which is enjoyed there in
an atmosphere of brotherly love.
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It is practice rather than doctrine that marks them out. Among Open Brethren
baptism is administered only to people who make a personal confession of faith in
Christ, whether they are adults or children; and the mode of baptism is immersion.
They observe the Lord's Supper every Sunday morning (and occasionally at other
times), and hold that the Lord's Table is for all the Lord's people. This, in fact, is
their most distinctive gathering. When they meet for communion, together with any
Christians who care to join them for this occasion, their devotions are conducted by
no presiding minister and follow no prearranged sequence, but are marked
nevertheless by a reverent spontaneity and orderliness. Various brethren contribute to
the worship by suggesting hymns to be sung, by leading the congregation in prayer
and thanks giving, or by reading and expounding a passage from the Bible.
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The Brethren have no ordained ministry set apart for functions which others cannot
discharge. A considerable number do give their whole time to evangelism and Bible
teaching, but are not regarded as being in clerical orders. The various local
churches are administered by responsible brethren called elders or overseers, but
these have no jurisdiction outside their own local churches, and inside them they try
to guide by example rather than rule by decree.
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The Brethren have always manifested a supreme lack of interest in their numerical
strength. Their numbers are difficult to assess, partly because no precise statistics
are available and partly because there is no hard—-and-fast line of demarcation
between Brethren assemblies and other independent evangelical churches. A
common estimate of their strength in Great Britain and Ireland is 100,000; but this is
at best approximate. They are to be found in all grades of society and in all walks

of life.
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The fact that participants from the United States, Great Britain,
Canada, Australia and New Zealand worked together gave the project
its international scope. That they were from many denominations —
including Anglican, Assemblies of God, Baptist, Brethren, Christian
Reformed, Church of Christ, Evangelical Free, Lutheran, Mennonite,
Methodist, Nazarene, Presbyterian, Wesleyan and other churches -
helped to safeguard the translation from sectarian bias.
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A brief look at some twentieth-century theological developments confirms the
lingering effects of theological dualism in North American evangelical theol-
ogy. These years, historians tell us, exhibited a strong and sustained conserva-
tive reaction to the threat of rational empiricism, often referred to as
liberalism. While many conservative theologians participated in this battle, few
were as widely read or as influential as Lewis Sperry Chafer, who founded
Dallas Theological Seminary in 1924 and taught there until his death in 1952,
Chafer is perhaps best known for organizing the work of the Plymouth
Brethren and C. L. Scofield into an eight-volume theological work.” But in
addition to his systematic theology, Chafer published numerous other books,
one of which—He That Is Spiritual (1918)—is particularly relevant for our
purposes, for it quickly became a definitive text for conservative dispensation-
alists, who dominated America’s fundamentalist movement for most of the
twentieth century.

Dispensationalism itself was not Chafer’s invention, but rather had its
origins in Great Britain's Darbyite ( Plymouth Brethren) movement. An escha-
tological scheme that divided Christian history into seven distinct eras (dis-
pensations), dispensationalism significantly impacted theology in the United
States through the teaching of the Plymouth Brethren following the Civil War.*
Men such as D. L. Moody and A. T. Pierson, who played significant roles in the
promotion of Protestant missions, were greatly influenced by the Brethren.
More recently, Billy Graham has commented appreciatively that evangelicals
have all milked the Plymouth Brethren cow.

20MI71 o] Alst UMY E ZhEkskA dHEH =0| %—’F—QI Lletol| A=t
X ol Eel Jeko| AL Hot EPE AE & AAZLS0| mEH
0| SAol= ES XF%—’F—QIE 2 U= ®ElH ZeFelol A sl

H=
225 Ha4H™ |:||.Oo| ct ke HLM ASHAIEO0| o|g|et MEo| ZEHod

o =
2ck.

AN AA Ls = l_
NX|BE 19240 EEtA AMESME M-S 19520 AtatEr mhytx| I &t
oM AZ Z7I28HE Fo|A AH 2| 40[1H(Lewis Sperry Chafer)2tE & 3 &k
S oO|&l ARRI2 Aol @it 40| = BrethrenZt AZZ=(C. I. Scofield)
of Mzat=8 8HME| =AAS MMZ MASAZ L2 JFaF & 24y U
Ch. skX|2F O= ole{st =&Alst MM 2oE oz 7IX| M3 E”Ol el
=4, I 7t2d| sttel "g Aol AFEF(He That Is Spiritual)"o0|2}= 2{0| o] Z
of ZM1 A= Mol & = Uct o] M EHMol MofFo| XS0 Al
U 71 HJU= WM T =g o] E=AM MOofFol= 2047 IEE
o 7|2t =t o|=x2o ZEF2o| 2S5 X|HiFct,
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Brethren2| 7I2& 2 &3 o|=2| AlstAof HEH Jdsk2 FACE Zialn
Mol &tztol 2 Aes HHE FC|(D. L. Moody)2t T[0{£(a. T. Pierson)2

Brethren2 2 £ E X|C{ &t %i' b gketch = 2o 22| Oz eH(Billy Graham)
2 Brethren< OOJOH ZAIE EAISHHM SZFSXE2 Z5F BrethrenO|
2t AZ5H LHe S Y ARt Rct

19 1 qot |'_|.

2RFYd mA e 4TS ¢ 5 s A

O}?ﬂ"ﬂ °1-8¢3 &< Plymouth Brethren?] Wik A E=x}o]x} At)5=<] 9
A A AASE o] F3 £ A tpH| o] Aol 20417] ARE QIZEE] o] Aol
Z|Hketo] A S nldAowr AT AFgFold tidkste] A4 BE FiE
stpd el wRow wolsolu = W= FEFoEol| drty & 4
HHEA & 4 e 294Uk (EM @ Emest R. Sandeen, The Roots
of Fundamentalism (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1970; reprinted.,
Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1978), p. xix.)

Much of the thought and attitudes of those who are known as
Fundamentalists can be mirrored in the teachings of this man[Darby].

Z=Fo A2t =2l AtESe W4t efzol B
of Jt=&olM ZAe 5 Ut

r|0
Ao
rlo

=
M

O AbH(ctH])

5. WIIEAS #HH Fo9 AF

ol#e] =< Plymouth Brethren?] %7] A=} 7}&d sjfpolxl, A Q]
DEARNA e AL ZAE S AR R o] A A s WU EA S
Agge] e Rzt el e BAE 4 & A Ut (B
Ernest Sandeen, The KRoots of Fundamentalism, Chicago: University of

Chicago Press, 1970; reprinted., Grand Rapids: Baker Book House,
1978, p.166)

| had my attention called to C. H. M.'s notes, and was pleased and
at the same time profited the way they opened up Scripture truth, that
| secured at once all the writings of the same author, and if they
could not be replaced, [I] would rather part with my entire library,
excepting my Bible, than with these writings. They have been to me a
very key to the Scriptures.

e ShZIEAlSl FAS0] FolE 2D I HEH 1 Fgo| MY
zelg BH Holt wyowm o_loH e golg e LiMx|, L ozl
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20M17]1  =HEe] gk /‘Jﬂx}i o= & dEx &4 dd =
(George Eldon Ladd)© 1oFd AHAFRI AT A9 & A A A7
PAEo] 7k A g I8l sl ofefel o] w2 Ve WIS
Y. (A : Crucial Questions About the Kingdom of God, p.49)

It is doubtful if there has been any other circle of men who have done
more by their influence in preaching, teaching, and writing to promote
a love for Bible study, hunger for the deeper Christian life, a passion
for evangelism, and a zeal for missions in the history of American
Christianity."

ol 7|STW Hatol 20 MEATO| het FHS HFAIZ|D 2zl
of O 22 Mo sjIasie =S| Chet U¥S 2oln Mmof het
Aure LiEh7| 9lsh Mmet Jt2 A, MesEo| 7F Fatof 210f Brethren
So| #et YEch of B2 U2 of of2 Ralol AIRES0| YA ofMA
2=

7. QBN AT F = ARE

O sl=< Hde #dd AF

THWA AN o] FdApolat A Vemut duo] deE TS Ha
Aol Aolols AtelE P31l =& H A7) Brethren® 3143 Al 7}
= dAEFS & F A ARAYH

(7':

£ http://encyclopedia.stateuniversity.com/pages/17604/Plymouth—Brethren.html )

Hudson Taylor, the founder of the China Inland Mission, kept strong
ties with the Open Brethren, even though he was raised a Methodist
and later a member of a Baptist Church. The concept of 'Faith
Missions' can be traced back through Hudson Taylor to the example

of the early Brethren missionary, Anthony Norris Groves.

S XM IS (China Inland Mission)2e| ZAXiel 5/=Z& H 2| (Hudson
Taylor)= ZelE2ZA A2tgn Lpsols HaH wsle] M0l = AX|Et
Open Brethrenz} o} z st A E |FX[CH “2S Mul(Faith Mission)"2
flg|l= =& HYHE HA Brethren2l =7| MWAIFE oL L2|A
:LEEﬁ(Anthony Norris Groves)Zt 71 232 222 HEy 2248 = U
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(&X : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dwight_L._Moody )

It was while on a trip to England in Spring of 1872 that he[Moody]
became well known as an evangelist. Some have claimed he was the
greatest evangelist of the 19th century. He preached almost a hundred
times and came into communion with the Plymouth Brethren. On
several occasions he filled stadiums of 2,000 to 4,000 capacity. In the
Botanic Gardens Palace, a meeting had between 15,000 to 30,000
people.

Lot S8 EAE & LKA =2 A2 18723 Fof| AZe=of| Tt
HFCH o AMRIE2 FCI7F 19M7(2] Z1& tist SS™EAIRID
Ct O= 3 YA A=HEAM Hel el M5 Muw3 0 Brethrentte
A2t & ol Ao= 2,000H0{A 4,000 MEo| AlZtE0| 2%
M7 E otk Botanic Gardens PalacedM 298RS mi= 15,000 0iAM
0,000 HEe| AlEE0| 2RCt.

> o
A Bl 2o

mo mn

w

=l
S AT B 28 E 94 3
AFo® ol dy dexl A4 Hee of
Yol A H=o] Open Brethren® &A=} 54 Tt}
(ZX : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_M%C3%BCller )

George Muller was a founding member of the Open Brethren
movement, a sub branch of the Plymouth Brethren.

%X 22+= Plymouth Brethren2l T £&F¢l Open Brethren 252 A
INSL= 3

Ao AEE Z deA

919131 Open Brethren]
TQ AEA 7hed FyE AfZnke) tis] A~HH LS

offjet Hol BT

(ZA : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Chapman_(Plymouth_Brethren )

Charles Spurgeon called Chapman "the saintliest man | ever knew".
Chapman became so well known that a letter from abroad addressed
only to "R.C. Chapman, University of Love, England" was correctly
delivered to him.
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http://www.brethrenonline.org/fags/Brethren.htm
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http://www.plymouthbrethren.org
http://www.brethrenonline.org

O Brethren¢] Z33l= EH A

Brethreno| @3ist= X ZE= oA 43|+ Assembly Testimony
(www.assemblytestimony.org)?} Believer's Magazine, Precious Seed
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